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Telephone No. : 2200-1641 K. S. Rajendra Kumar, IAS

Fax No. : 2200-2444 Addl. Chief Secretary to the
Governor, West Bengal,
Raj Bhavan, Kolkata-700 062
e-mail — secy-gov-wb@nic.in
No. L|6q-é‘ Dated : 30-\-0% |

Shri Gopalkrishna Gandhi, Governor of West Bengal is
glad to learn that Krishnagar Government College Alumni
Association is celebrating its first Annual Reunion of the Ex-
students & Ex-teachers on 15" February, 2009.

The Governor conveys his best wishes.

(K. S. Rajendra Kumar)
Addl. Chief Secretary to the Governor,
"West Bengal
Shri P. K. Tarafder,
Secretary,
Krishnagar Govt. College Alumni Association,
Krishnagar,
Nadia,

FAX : 03472 252810



SUDARSAN RAYCHAUDHURI
MINISTER-IN-CHARGE

HIGHER EDUCATION forest fyotst
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL iltgﬂﬂm
BIKASH BHAWAN, BIDHANNAGAR e B, RYE

KOLKATA - 700 091

Office - 033 2334 6181 °
Residence - 033 2674 0744

MO HEMS /31 (MCR) [0 .
Dated, Kolkata, the............ 2F.2.1:.2009 wifa 0

MESSAGE

It is a pleasure to know that Krishnagar Govt. College, Nadia, is
going to celebrate its Ist Annual Reunion of ex-students and ex-teachers of
the College and a souvenir will be published on this ‘occasion.

I wish the Celebration a grand success and convey my best wishes
to all associates.

Lodrtoli—

(Sudarsan Raychaudhuri)

Secretary

Krishnagar Govt. College
Alumni Association,
Krishnagar, Nadia
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Dated: 14-01-2009

Message

I am glad to know that the Ex-Students and Ex-Teachers of
Krishnagar Govt. College, Nadia are going to organize their 1
Annual Reunion in the college premises under the guidance of
Krishnagar Govt. College Alumni Association.

I am equally happy to learn that a Souvenir is aiso being
published to mark the occasion.

1 convey my good wishes to the organizing committee and
wish the occasion a grand success. .

Meghlal Shaikh

Sabhadhipapti
To: .
The Secretary

Krishnagar Govt. College Alumni Association
‘Krishnagar, Nadia



Dr. Prabir Kumar Das

Principal

Barasat Government College

Barasat, North 24-Parganas, Kolkata.
&

Ex-Principal

Krishnagar Govemment College
Krishnagar, Nadia.

Dated, Kolkata the 24" January 2009

It gives me immense pleasure to see that Krishngar Government College Alumni Association is
going to organize a programme for celebration of the 1st annual reunion of the ex-students and
ex-teachers of this pioneer heritage institution. | was associated from the very beginning of the
process of formation of this association and from experience | have seen that it was not a very
easy process. We know that previously on several occasions the ex-students and teachers got
together to organize/celebrate some specific programmes. And the members of those organizing
committees couldn't form a permanent association that may function throughout the year for the
cause of this Institution. We often say that ‘It is better to be late than never’ and ultimately we
have been able to form this Association. And credit goes to all those who despite their busy
schedule, personal problems, health hazards have been successful to constitute a registered
alumni association. The assessment of the College by the National Assessment and Accredita-
tion Council (NAAC) has definitely played a catalytic role for the same and during the visit of the
NAAC Peer Team, the Association had a very fruitful and healthy interaction with them. | am
aware of some of your innovative ideas for retaining and upgrading the quality of education in this
College. S

We are aware of the fact that the Association has started its journey with many limitations for the
interest of the college in general and for the students in particular. Though we are to do a lot to give
a complete shape to this Association. | believe that the Association will always provide guidelines
for the development of the College and also enlighten the students to find their right path in life.

| am very happy again to learn that the Association is going to publish a souvenir to mark the
occasion. | would like to thank you and your delightful colleagues / associates for the cooperation
and courtesy extended to me during my tenure in Krishnagar Government College. | wish all
success of the reunion - 2009.

With regards.
Yours sincerely,

Sd/ Dr.PK.Das

{Prabir K. Das)
Dr. Pijush K. Tarafder
Secretary
Krishnagar Government College Alumni Association
Krishnagar, Nadia.



Secreterial Report

It is a good moment for us to pay homage to those ex-students & ex-teachers of this
premier institution who departed so far. Further, a large number of innocent people of the Bombay
city was killed by the terrorist very recently. We, the members of Krishnagar Govt. College Alumni
Association express our heartfelt sympathy to the family member of victims.

Itis likly to strike one as extremely surprising that Krishnagar Govt. College with a 162-
year old history and a remarkably rich alumni, should have had no registered association of its
alumni until only very recently. In the 150th anniversary of the college in 1996, a re-union Sub-
Committee was formed to organise a reunion of the old Students of this college. But that was
largely an informal affair, and the Sub-Committee itself did not take long to become defunct. A
little over two years ago, several ex-students of this college struck upon the idea of forming an
association and Dr. P.K. Das former principal of this college proved to be a major source of
motivation in this regard. His own eagerness and ours, to see an alumni association taking shape
led to my convening a meeting of around 60 ex-students in November 2006. A preparatory com-
mittee was formed that would function actively and in right earnest for the formation of a registered
Alumni Association.

Unfortunately, for a long one year tenure the Principal was informed of no further develop-
ment. Northing, infact, was really done to translate the vision of an association into reality. | was
then requested by the Principal to do something for the formation of the Alumni Association which
is urgently needed for the forthcoming visit of the National assessment & acreditation Council in
the college. The Principal in his part dissolved the previous preparatory committee and asked me
to organise another meeting. In response to his wish | spoke to a few of the ex-students & ex-
teachers who also attended the earlier meeting in this regard. Five of us, under the Principal's
request, convened another meeting in December 2007. In presence of some 22 members and
under the chairmanship of the Principal an executive committee was formed at that meeting of
which | was selected to act as secretary. The executive committee, comprising of twenty num-
bers with various portfolios was also asked to frame a constitution for the association in consul-
tation with the provisions as laid down in the W.B. Societies Act 1961. The E.C. held a series of
meetings, framed a constitution as advised and in April 2008 got the association registered as the
Krishnagar Govt. College Alumni Association. This was a significant development in the history of
the college, particularly with the visit of the NAAC Peer Team knowcking on the proverbial door-
step.

Before the registration of the association, a mass petition was submitted to the Principal
protesting the construction of a proposed sports complex on the college play ground on 17th Jan
2008. This was necessary considering the prospect of the college becoming a Deemed University
in future. After the registration of the Alumni association another petition was Submitted to D.M.
Nadia and copy of on which to DPI, Principal, Principal Secretary higher education and Minister
Higher Education Department.

In course of time, the alumni became remarkably active in various fields. It arranged to
donate books to the Department of Physics, helped in the tree planation programme carried out
by the NSS and the students’ union, and submitted a proposal for financial assistance for the
construction a cycle stand for students.

The alumni association is also very much concern about the dubious activities inside the
college premises and in this regard a petition was served to The principal to ensure that this is
stopped immediately.

>
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Most important contribution of this registered alumni has been made during the NAAC
visit in the college on 9th Sept. 2008. The members of the alumni made a direct interaction with
the members of the NAAC Pezsr Team and a petition has been Submitted to the Co-ordinator
NAAC Team in the effect that this college be granted the status of deemed University. The same
proposal has also been transmitted to the Chairman Univesity Grants commission through the
Chairman NAAC Team.

More over, in this connection the members of the alumni also organised a cultural progamme
at Rabindra Bhawan on 9.9.08 in presence of the NAAC Peer Team which was highly appreci-
ated. By this time, you have come to know that Krishnagar Govt. College has earned the much
coveted ‘A’ grade after the recommendation of the NAAC Team. it will be right place to announce
that the chairman NAAC Team has highly appreciated the activities performed within a very short
time of functing of the Alumni. ,

In this colorful gathering of the hon’ble & distinguished members of this association, |
earnestly seek their active participation and valuable thoughtful suggessions for smooth run of the
association in the coming days. |, sinecerely thank all those who helped in the publication of this
souvenir by insertion of their valuable advertisements and to those who helped us otherwise for
reunion celebration.

Thank you all.

On the occasion of Re-Union of -
KRISHNAGAR GOVERNMENT COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION _

Oun Best Wishes to 04[[ -

CONSUS CO. LTD.

Conducts Sustainable Services for Pharmaceutical Marketing in Vietnam, Cambodia & Laos.

Registered Office :—

P-3, LANGCHAROAD, HANOI CITY, VIETNAM
TELE : +84 4 3856 3821 FAX: + 84 4 38563841
Email : consusvietnam@gmail.com

Liason Office :—
38, Nam Chau, Dist. Tan Binh, Ho Chi, Minh, City Vietnam.
Tele/ Fax - +84 8 39712885 '

Associate Company : —

MEDAS INTERNATIONAL LTD.
48A, Lo Street #222, Khau
Daun Penh, Phnom Penh 12211,

India Contact

Cambodia MR. ASESH KUMAR DAS
Tel - +855 23220795 Tel: +91 33-2582 7329/ 3296 8508
Fax - +855 23220794 Fax:+91 3325828216
Email : medas@every.com.kh. Email : akudas@gmail.com
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Mobile : 9932510069
Scientific
Laboratory
Supply

Prop. sshote Sata

Auth. Distributor

MERCK, TRANSASIA, CREST,
SPAN, TULIP, SD, HUMAN, BEACON,
KAMINENI, QUALIKEMS, HITECH
(Syringes).

Deals in :

Chemicals Diagonistic Kits Glass-
ware Medicines & Instruments.

KRISHNAGAR

M1/1, J.N. Roy Bahadur Road, Nadia
Pin - 741102, West Bengal.
Phone : 03472-654619
Mobile : 9932836940
9832228232

KOLKATA

8A, PIYARI DAS LANE
Near Nopani School
Kolkata - 6 W.B.
Mobile : 9233352920
- 9933438915



LIST OF REUNION SUB COMMITTEE 2009

Organising Committee :

1. Dr.Dhirendranath Biswas President
Dr. Pijush Kumar Tarafder Secretary
Sri Kanailal Biswas Vice-President
2. Reception Sub-Com. : SriAjit Nath Ganguly, Convener

Sri Sampad Dhar Convener
Sri Tapas Kumar Modak
Sri Ambuj Kumar Moulik
SriAshok Bhaduri

Sri Basudev Saha

Smt. Marjana Guha

Sri Ashes Kumar Das

3. Souvenir Sub-Com. : Dr. Dipak Kumar Biswas, Convener
Sri Deb Kumar Roy, Convener
Smt. Archana Sarkar
Smt. Manjulika Sarkar
Sri Dilip Kumar Guha
Sri Chandan Sanyal

4. Cultural Sub-Com. : Sri Dipankar Das, Convener
Sri Brojendranath Dutta, Convener
Smt. Mita De
Sri Tuhin Dutta

5. Publicity & Communication Sub-Com : Sri Khagendranath Dutta, Convener
Sri Kanailal Biswas
Sri Tapan Kumar Ghosh
Sri Shibnath Choudhury
Sri Indranil Chatterjee

Refreshment Sub-Com: Smt. Bharati Das Bagchi, Convener
Sri Sandipta Pramanik




Krishnagar Government College Alumni Association, Krishnagar, Ndia

Registration No. S /iL / 51964 of 2008-09

The names, address and descriptions of the members of the first Executive Comm*ittee :

Name and Address

1. Dr. Prabir Kumar Das

Principal, Krishnagar Govt. College
2. Dr.Dhirendranath Biswas

6, R.K. Mitra Lane, Krishnagar, Nadia
3. Sri Kanailal Biswas

Krishnagar, Nadia.

2™ Lane Hatarpara, Krishnagar, Nadia
4. Smt. Bharati Das (Bagchi)

5. Sri Brojendranath Dutta
Fakir Para, Krishnagar, Nadia

8. Dr. Pijush Kumar Tarafder

7. Dr. Dipak Kumar Biswas

8. Dr. Sudipta Pramanik

9. Shri Shyamaprasad Biswas
Natun Pally, Krishnagar, Nadia

10.Sri Khagendra Nath Dutta

11. Sri Samir Kumar Halder

12.8ri Dilip Guha

13.Sri Debkumar Roy

15.8ri Manotosh Chakraborty

16.Sri Dipankar Das

17.8ri Ajit Nath Ganguly

18.8mt. Manjulika Sarkar
Kadamtala, Krishnagar, Nadia

19.8ri Sirajul Islam

20.Sri Tapash Kumar Modak

Description
Patron

President

Vice-President

Do .
11, S. K. Basu Road, Krishnagar, Nadia
Do
_ Secretary
Department of Chemistry, Krishnagar Govt. College, Krishnagar, Nadia
Asst. Secr.
P. K. Bhattacharjee Road, Krishnagar, Nadia
Asst. Secr.
Deptt. of Sanskrit, Krishnagar Govt. College, Krishnagar, Nadia
Asst. Secr.
Treasurer
69/1, Nagendranagar 4" lane, Krishnagar, Nadia
Asstt. Treasurer
36/1, D.L. Roy Road, Krishnagar, Nadia ‘
_ Member
34, Harimohan Mukherjee Rd., Krishnagar, Nadia
Do
7A, Mohitosh Biswas Street, Krishnagar, Nadia
14.Sri Apurba Bag - Do
Radhanagar, P O. Ghurni, Nadia.
Do
Shaktinagar High School, Krishnagar, Nadia
Do
3/1, Chunaripara lane, Krishnagar, Nadia
Do
T.P. Baneerje Lane, Krishnagar, Nadia.
Do
Do
Deptt. of Philosophy, Krishnagar Govt. College, Krishnagar, Nadia
Do
College Street, Krishnagar, Nadia
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THE PAST AND PRESENT
OF
- KRISHNAGAR GOVT. COLLEGE, NADIA
by
D.N. Biswas M.Sc., Ph.d. (Cal)
an ex-student (1955 to 1959) and

a former teacher (1962 to 1976 and 1987 to 1998) of the college

History of Foundation :

Krishnagar Govt. College started functioning from 1st January, 1846. Its original name
was Krishnagar College. The foundation of a college at Krishnagar, Nadia, is an important event
of social, cultural, educational life of medieval rural Bengal as the establishment of Hindu College
in 1817 in Calcutta Society. The activities of teachers and taughts of Hindu College shook the
Calcutta Society and shed new light on the thinking and way of life of the people of Calcutta,
particularly of the forward looking people of Calcutta Society. Similarly Krishnagar College brought
fresh air and new light in the age-old belief and social customs of rural life and injected slowly
modernity in the thinking and activities of upper crust of rural society far away from Calcutta. And
sowed the seeds of modern Arts, Literature, Science and Culture in Nadia and adjoining districts.
As a result there emerged many stalwart persons in literature, music, drama, sports and games.
The process of emergence of modernity in the area started with the involvement and efforts of
local people for establishing a college at Krishnagar for modern education; as the history of
foundation of Krishnagar.College bears testimony of advanced thinking, selfless contributions,
sincere efforts made by the public in general and leading personalities of Nadia in particular for the
foundation of Krishnagar College in order to uplift the society through modern education. Their
mission became successful to a greater extent. History of foundation of Krishnagar College
bears also the testimony how in olden days the public institutions were established and main-
tained by close co-operation of public participation and involvement of the Govt. in contrast with
the present practice followed in the development works after independence. '

Long before the foundation of Krishnagar College Thomas Fisher, a Searcher of old records
at East India Company House came across an old Minute dated March, 1811 where it was
mentioned that after the establishment of Sanskrit college at Banaras in 1792 Lord Minto ex-
pressed desire for setting two more colleges in Nuddea and Trihoot districts. A committee was
also formed to implement the plan. But the committee did nothing except preparing a report on
the State of Education in Nadia. The report contained the facts that there were 46 schools with
about 380 students of ages 25 to 35 years. The Government made further enquiries but no reply
was received. So the plan was abandoned. Thomas Fisher compiled these facts into a Memoir
in 1827. He added to his Memoir a supplement in which he mentioned that there were 25 toles
where instruction was free. The Pandits received funds and grants from the Raja of Nadia and
presents from Jaminders. The number of students in a tole was about 20 to 25. They were full
grown men. The subject of studies was Nyaya or Logic.

The supplement along with Memoir was placed before the Select Committee of House of
Commons on the affairs of East India Company as Minutes of evidence (Feb. to July 1832); but
nothing came out of it before Ld. Bentink.

Lord Bentink decided in March 1835 that all funds left after making improvement of schools
for oriental studies would be employed in imparting knowledge of English Literature and Science
to the native population through English language. The Council of Education was formed for
speedy implementation of the resolution.

/\/\/\/\/ !



The Council of Education explore the possibilities of starting schools and colleges in
various zones and formed local committees at different areas and with the help of local commit-
tees a number of colleges were established over the period 1835 to 1836 -- Medical College at
Calcutta and Patna College in 1835 and Hooghly College and Dhaka College in 1836 only for
Higher Education. In the foundation of these institutions emphasis was laid rather on higher than
on popular education which Macaulay stressed in his minutes of February 1835. In the later
period institutions were set up on the basis of recommendation made by Lord Auckland in 1839
who pointed out to the General Committee of Public Instruction (appointed in 1823) the necessity
for rendering higher instruction efficient in a certain number of central colleges rather than found-
ing ordinary Zilla School.

In consonance with the recommendation, Governor General decuded in 1844 to establish
a Zilla School in each district sub-ordinate to a central college of a circle of 5 districts. With this
objective in view the then Bengal was divided into nine circles of which Krishnagar Circle con-
tained Nadia, Jessore, Burdwan and Bankura and a sum of Rs. 38900.00 a year was sanctioned
in September 1845 for completing the educational programme in Hooghly and Krishnagar Circles.
The Government also issued an order for foundation of a College at Krishnagar in Nadia and
Circulated a General notification in English and Bengali on the 1st October 1845 throughout the
districts of Nadia, Howrah, Barasat, East and West Burdwan for admission to the college from
1st November 1845. The notification informed that pupils of any religion or caste below 16 yrs. of
age would apply for admission to the local committee formed immediately after the issuance the
order for formation of a college at Knshnagar Nadia. The other information contained in the
notification were :

i) The Course of study would be the same that pursued at the Hindu College at Calcutta
and College of Md. Mahasin at Hooghly; ii) the objective of providing education in the college
would be to advance the moral and intellectual conditions of the people and to fit them for taking
an adequate part in the administration of public affairs and iii) scholarships available on the basis
of performance in the Annual Examination.

The Local Committee formed for starting a college at Krishnagar was composed of:
1) Bruce D.J. Money (District Magistrate) :
2) E.T. Travor (Magistrate) , -
3) Babu Ram Lochan Ghosh (Principal Sadar Amin)
who happened to be the father of famous Barister Mono Mohan Ghosh and Lal Mohan Ghosh.

A scheme formulated by the local committee during Lord Hardinge’s Government was
approved by the Council of Education. Captain D.L. Richardson was appointed as the 1st Princi-
pal of Krishnagar College and as a secretary to the Local Committee. The local committee
convened a public meeting on 18th November, 1845 at Krishnagar for raising funds for construc-
tion of College Building. In the meeting donations of Rs. 13,000/- was raised and that Rs. 7,000/
- more was expected from wealthy residents of the district who couid not attend the meeting. The
proceedings of the meeting was published in the contemporary paper The Friend of India on 27th
November, 1845 at page 754.

Captain D. L. Richarson took over charge on the 28th Nov. 1845 and 1st meeting of the
Local Committee was held on Dec. 6, 1845 for drawing up a detailed proposals for appointment of
staff and renting of a house of Hari Mohan Mukherjee (of Kalighat, Calcutta) near Main Post
Office, Krishnagar with extensive grounds covering about one hundred bighas at a monthly rent of
Rs. 125. The Government approved the proposals. The Local Commitee metagain on 31st Dec.
1845 and resolved “Krishnagar College shall be open tomorrow, the 1st January, 1846.

The College started as combined institution of school and college as Junior and Senior
sections with provisions for 13 free studentships. The staff members other than Principal were
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three European Masters and ten Indian teachers two of them Pandit Madan Mohan Tarkalankar
and Babu Ramtanu Lahiri wcie very illustrious. At the start roll strength was 246 of which only
eight students were ini the college section. The college was open to all inhabitants of Nadia and
adjoining districts irrespective of religion or caste. In this respect the founding fathers of Krishnagar
College were more progressive and pioneer in spreading education among all people irrespective
of their religion or caste than those of Hindu College. The event of admission of a son of a famous
nautch of the Calcutta city to Hindu college brewed up a serious turmoil in the college. The fallout
of the crisis led to the seperation of the school and college as Hindu School and Presidency
College in 1857. Krishnagar College retained its name till 1976 whereafter the college is being
known as Krishnagar Govt. College. The school section was seperated as Krishnagar Collegiate
School in 1908 to accommodate more classes for new courses.

After the start of the college the local committee met on 11 Fek. 1846. The meeting
authorised the committee to. select a suitable site for the college and to draw up a plain for
building of a college of 500 students. A plot of land of over 100 bighas area at a prime location of
the city was selected. The selected land is bounded by roads on west, south and east sides and -
north side by extention of Anjana and two big nilkuthis. The two third of the selected land was
donated by Maharaja Srish Chandra Roy of Nadia and Maharani Swarnamoyee of Kasimbazar;
and on pursuation by Hon'ble Mr. Bethun an Indigo Planter Mr. Hili sold a plot of land of area over
33 bighas with a Bunglow to the college authority at the price of 6 thousand. The fund for the land
was raised by public donations. Messrs. Burn & Co. drew up the plan of the college building.

A picturesque, handsome and imposing building was erected over 3 bighas of land at the
central position of the selected land. The building was erected at a cost of Rs. 66876.00 of which
Rs. 17,000.00 was public donation and the rest came from fund of East India Company set aside
for education of native population. The construction of building was completed by May 1856 and
the college was shifted to the new building on 2nd June, 1856. A big flower garden and beyond it
two grounds were set symmetrically. In the open vast space in front of the building many trees of
various types, typical and rare, were planted to decorate the entire compound. The college
compound was enclosed completely with barbed wire on concrete pillars and handsome tall and
majestic big pillars were erected at the entrance of four gate ways in 1860. The pillar on the
western gateway and one in the eastern gateways still remain in their original positions. The
devastating cyclone in October 1867 and great earth quake of 1897 damaged the other pillars.

The college compound with majestic building, flower garden, vast open space with grown
up trees of various types, scattered all over the compound assumed a special look different from
rest of the city.” As a result the teachers, students and general public of the town looked at the
college compound with a sense of awe, wonder and respect. To them all, college compound was
a sacred place. The visitors used to stand and stare at the panoramic view of the college com-
pound with wonder and reverence.  The imposing building with vast surrounding decorated with
flower garden, play grounds and trees created a serene and tranquil natural environment condusive
to academic pursuit and fostering esthetic sense in the blooming mind of the students and it
helped lessening the stress and strain of the minds of the teachers and students alike. The
college enjoyed such esteemed position till the end of the 6th decade of last century among the
people of the town. Thereafter the college started loosing its charm due to various reasons which
would be mentioned in proper context. '

Growth of the College :

The process of growth is a continous one. Krishnagar College too grew gradually but
with ups and downs due to natural calamaties and political movements. The local Committes ran
the college for two and a half years after its establishment and handed over the overall manage-
ment to the Council of Education on 2nd June, 1848. The Council retained the control of the




coliege till 1st January1855 when the function of the Council delvea upon the Director of Public
Instructions, Bengal.

From the start the ciasses of Junior section were conducted for Junior Scholarship Ex-
amination and classes of Senior Section for Senior Scholarship Examination. The class exami-
nations were conducted strictly to the norm. Maharaja Srish Chandra Roy himself took a per-
sonal interest and examined most of the classes in Bengali in the Annual Test. Out of the 19
students in the Senior section 17 sat for the Senior Scholarship examination in 1849. One of the
examinees Mr. Umesh Dutta topped the list of all Senior Scholars of Bengal. Later on Mr. Dutta
became a renouned English Scholar and the member of the Imperial Education Service (IES).
The school section had eight classes of roll strength 246. The inspiring teachings of the teach-
ers, particularly of Babu Ramtanu Lahiri, a student and follower of D'irozio made the students
progressive in outiook. When the question of remarriage of Hindu widow became a public issue
in Bengal, the students of Krishnagar College came forward to take a solemn oath at a stormy
meeting in the college to fight for the cause of widow of the country. Noted educationist Mr. D.
Bethune and two other distinguished members of Council of Education attended the Annual Prize
Ceremony on 20th February, 1849. Mr. Bethune gave stirring address to the students and exorted
them not only to educate them but to become disseminators of knawledge and learning among
people. He came also on another occasion and appealed to the public of Nadia to take up the
cause of education of women and to give them their legitimate place in the society. Thus Krishnagar
Coliege became not only a centre of modern education but also a centre of social reform for the
area. The students of Krishnagar College were also involved in the religious and social move-
.ments of Bramho Samaj. "fhus with a progress of education in the college social awareness grew
gradually among the people of Nadia. Centering the coliege the promotion of social conscious-
_ness of the people continued to grow till the advent of Non-co-operation movement from 1921
when social movements were replaced by political movements. How it affected the academic life
of the college would be mentioned later on. The progress in education in Krishnagar College was
seriously disturbed at different times due to devastating cyclone in 1864 and great earth quake of
1897 and out break of Malaria in 1871 in the epidemic form in the adjoining areas. But such was
the intensity of love of the public for the college that the academic life was restored to its normal
condition almost immediately by the selfless help of the people of Nadia and the college moved
ahead again with time.

After the foundation of Calcutta University in 1857, the Junior and Senior Scholarship
examinations were replaced by Entrance and F.A. (First Arts) examinations of Calcutta Univer-
sity. The B.A. and Law classes were introduced in 1865, the teaching of M.A. course in 1870 and
Survey Department were opened in August 1873. University made Chemistry a compulsory
Science subjectin the F.A. course in 1873. Sothe teaching of Chemlstry got special importance
in the college from the next year.

Krishnagar College sent up 13 students for F.A. examination in 1862 and 5 students for
B.A. Examination in 1867 as first batch. 9 students were successful in FA. and 2 in B.A.
examinations. The first graduates from Krishnagar College were Mr. Jadunath Mukherjee and
Jadunath Bhattacharya. 7 students sat for B.L. Examination in"1872 and 6 were successful. In
1874 Mr. P.N. Bose occupied 5th place in order of meritin F.A. examinaion. He later on became
famous scientist and discovered Iron Ores in Jamshedpur area: The college roli strength rose to
127. But due to outbreak of malaria in 1871 in epidemic form in the area, students remained
absent in the college and the B.A. classes were abolished. The college thereby reduced to 2nd
Grade. This step generated resentment among the people of Nadia. The public of Nadia donated
over Rs. 40,000.00 with which the college Endownment Fund was created and the fund was

invested in Government Securities in 1878 with a condition for restoration of the college fo its First -

Grade status. The Lieutenant Governor Sir Richard Temple paid a visit td the college and restored
B.A. classes.
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The college course included both Arts and Science subjects and students were allowed
to take up a course combination of History and Logic with Chemistry, physics or Mathematics
and even allowed Haiiours in combined course in Chemistry and Physics. To meet the growing
demands for Science subject College laboratory was set up in 1880 and a seperate building was
erected in 1904 for Chemistry. The brilliant results in B.A. and F.A. examinations over 1882 to
1904 enhanced the reputation of the college. Mr. Lalit Kumar Banerjee stood first in FA.; poet
D.L. Roy passed F.A. with scholarship and Mr. Satish Ch. Dey Acharya stood second in Sanskrit
in B.A. He afterwards became Principal of Sanskrit College, Calcutta.

By this time Calcutta University promulgated new rules and regulations in 1907 for col-
lege education. The new rules and regulations demanded overhauling of colleges. Mr. Jackson
was appointed as special officer to overhaul the Govt. Colleges. He seperated the Colligiate
School from the college in January, 1908; abolished M.A. and B.L. classes. Affiliations for 1.Sc.
& B.Sc. courses were obtained; introuced Hons’ in English and Mathematics and Pass courses
in Economics and Philosophy. A governing body with District Judge as Ex. Officio President was
constituted of and staff council was introduced. The conditions of Library and Laboratories were’
improved. New trust funds with individual donations were created - three free studentships in1916
and students Aid fund in 1929 were introduced by levying one anna per student per month. The
college Magazine appeared first in 1908 under the name ‘Life and Light’ in manuscript form and
printed form in 1915 ‘College Magazine’.

The students’ common room appeared in 1905. College Union started its career with
common room activities. Later on 1937 Social, Atheletic, Study Circle and Common Room
activities were entrusted with elected office bearers of the students in order to develop leadership
and social spirit among the students. Within a few years students showed their usual interest in
‘Social and Literary activities. During such reorganising process came the thrust of Non-co-
operation Movement in 1921 on the college life and the discipline in the college was broken down.
College remained closed for nearly a month. But for the people resentment and the report of
Principal Eegarton Smith reaffirming the usefulness of the college for Nadia people in 1922; the
college was again reopened. Principal Smith’s involvement with the cause and dignity for the
- college was legendary: He prevented a British D.M. from practising horse riding on the college
play ground on the ground of damage of the surface of the play ground. Principal Smith also
prevented a Police officer from arresting a freedom fighter from college hostel where the freedom
fighter took shelter as a guest of a student to preserve sanctity of the college.

Again from 1925 onwards many changes in appearance and in inner life of the college
were witnessed. The college Hindu Hostel opened in June, 1876 came to a new Buildingin 1927.
The Muhammadan Hostel started in July 1915 came to Anderson Moslem Hostel opened by Sir
Azizul Haque in July, 1936. The college buildings was fitted with electricity in 1938.

Co-education in the college was started in 1932 with one female student who was a
daughter of Principal R.N. Sen and rose gradually to 46 in 1945. The student strength in general
also rose to 450 with 90 Moslem students. The principals who made great contributions to the
development of the college were Mr. Rochfort (Dec. 1846 to Dec. 1855), Sir Roper Lethbridge
(1874-1877), Rai Bahadur Jyoti Bhusan Bhaduri (1898-1906), Mr. Satish Ch. Dey (1909-1916),
Mr. R.N. Gilchrist (1916-1921) and Principal J.M. Sen. He (Principal Sen) improved the college in
many directions. He got new affiliations in Civics in I.A; Arabic in LA. & B.A. Pass Course;
Bengali Pass and Hons’ in Economics. Additional section in B.Sc. Pass course was opened.
For teaching of Biology in I.Sc. course the construction of a building was started in 1941-1942
which was completed before 1946-1948 session. Principal Sen introduced annual college Sports,
annual college Dramatic performance and Old Students reunion with its crowded programme of
amusements, matches. As a result Krishnagar College attended the status of a Premier Educa-
tional Institution in the area by 1940 and remained so till 1972. Before that time promising
students from distant places bee-lined in the college for admission.
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Activities of the college union continued to enrich the corporate life of the institution inthe
later years upto 1972. Principal Sen arranged the centenary celebration with approval of the
Governing body of the college on 14th January, 1946 in a befiting manner. He raised in the
centenary year a sum of over Rs. 60,000.00 in Government Promisory note and cash from friends,
well wishers and old students for creation of endownments for two scholarships, 16 stipends and
a fair number of prizes and medals to encourage poor but meritcrious students at Krishnagar
college. He also collected sponsorship for construction of a pavilion on the college ground in the
centenary year at the cost of Rs. 10,000/- of which Rs. 8,000.00 was donated by a business man
Seth Bhagaban Das alone. Thus by public and government participation and co-operation Krishnagar
college grew into a premier institution for all out development of the students and the college
fulfilled that mission upto 1972.

In the centenary celebration report, the public contributions and co-operations have duly
been recognised - “The labour of many teachers and public men of Nadia has gone into the
making of the institution. May their example of unselfish servic ever inspire the youths of Krishnagar

inyears to come and make them worthy of their rich heritage.”. In this context the message sent
by the Syndicate of Calcutta University is note worthy' :

“The University of Calcutta offers its most cordial greetings and felicitations to the
Krishnagar College on the occassion of its Centenary Celebration. The University
recalls with pleasure and gratification the great role which the college has played in
the advancement of learning in the province, through its eminent Principals and
teachers of whom Capt. D.L. Richardson was the first and also through its alumni
among whom are some of the famous sons of Bengal. The University hopes and
trusts that the noble efforts of the College for the advancement of learning will be
crowned with ever increasing success as they have been in the past.”

Butage old tradition of public participation in the development of the college was discon-
tinued after independence. Thereafter the affairs of the college became the sole business of the
Government officials and the name of the college was accordingly changed to Krishnagar Govern-
ment College; perhaps to imbrue the mind of present generation with the idea that Krishnagar
College is not a college of the people of Nadia but purely of Government institution to be looked
after by the Government officials alone.

‘The consequence of snapping the age-old relation of the public with college proved
disastrous on many accounts. First the college was not developed in the direction setforth in the
centienary year when it was declared that the collegé would be further developed to cater to the -
educational needs of all the communities inhabiting the district. For such purpose it was pro-
posed that the basic science subjects in Agriculture, Forestry, Fishery should be provided by
Science Departments at College and practical training by Government Agricutural, Fishery Farms
and Horticultural garden. But the coliege was developed in a direction not in conformity with the
proposal. Secondly the public involvement helped much in restoring the college rapidly from
disorder in the growing period of the college ; on the contrary due to lack of public perticipation in
the later period the college could not yet recouped degradation of its academic discipline and
atmosphere, loss of land and building for want of public help and the 150th anniversary celebration
was a stale affair of the officials of district and higher education departments. ‘As there was no
scope for public participation in any manner as it was in the centenary celebration, nothing
memorable was added to the life of the college in 150th anniversary. Whereas centenary of
college was celebrated in January, 1946 in befitting manner with participation of people of all
walks of life. They donated generously over Rs. 87600.00 for scholarships, stipend, prizes,
medals and for a pavilion on the play ground. The donors were of wealthy individuals to commen
people, trading communities (Marawary Association, Alamdanga; Bengalee Merchant Associa-
tion, Seth Bhagaban Das), companies (Renwick & Co., Kusthia: Ramnagar Cane and Sugar Co.




Ltd.; Darsana Sugar Mill) Community e.g. Beel Resha Dhibar Samity; staff and students of
schools, e.g. M.E. School, Kurulgachhi. The donations were in the range of Rs. 15,000.00 to Re.
1. The collection of fund was in excess of requirement. The fund in excess was deposited as
Krishnagar College Fund which remained unutilised till 1993. Thereafter a major part (over Rs.
1,78,000/-) of the accumulated amount has been withdrawn and used for what purposes is not
clear to anybody else. Here lies real difference between the development of the college by joint
participation of Government Officials and public and without public. The main motto of the officials
is to manage the situation somehow without considering spirit and importance of it and how to get
better posting or promotion.

Introduction of new courses and thggssocigted problems :

Despite the radical change of outlook of the college authority after independence the
college continued to function with the same spirit for al jut development of the students under full
care and guidance of Principal and Teachers. The stree of education and enlightment through
vigorous class teaching, sports and games, debate and discussions, music and dramatic perfor-
mances continued as usual unabated till 1972 and Honours courses in Chemistry and Physics
were introduced in 50s and 60s; Botany and Zoology in eighties of last century after proper
development of the infrastructual facilities. The normal rhythm of academic and cultural life in the
college were suddenly disturbed and began to disappear gradually day to day due to continuous
onslaught on the tranquil and natural environment of the college in an unusual law and order
situation prevailing in the town and for a notion of derision to government property developed
among a section of political minded people after food movement in 1966 onwards and as a result
removing of beautifying elements of the college compounds and buildings became a rampant
activities of inner and outer miscreants. The charm of the college compound thereby began to
wane in a fast pace.

in the middle of eighties of last century pass course in Statistics was introduced without
developing any specific infrastructure for the course. As a resuit classes are being held here and
there as per availability of spare rooms in the college. In the first part of nineties Honours course
and a few years later post graduates course in Geography were introduced without development
of infrastructure for them by suddenly occupying newly renovated original chemistry building
erected in 1904 exclusively for Chemistry Department with special attention for ceiling-height,
ventilation and water drainage on the floors. The renovation was intiated by the department of
Chemistry for mitigation of space problem with special permission from higher authority of P.W.D.
whose local authority did everything for demolition of the building. The building was taken over for
Geography while resetting the desks (over 70 in number) in students’ practical room, research
laberatory and in lecture threatre for demonstration of experiments had been going on with valu-
able plants obtained by processing over 25 long and medium size voluminous Kari (Beam) and
Barga of Burma Teak set free by recasting the entire roof of the buiiding with reinforced concrete.
As a result of sudden taking over, a huge volume of Plants of Burma Teak and large number of
porcelain sinks and basins were lost and the Dept. of Chemistry became handicapped due to
shrinkage of space. The taking over of the building was opposed by the Dept. of Chemistry as
well as by the Staff Council of the College. Later on the Gas Plant was demolished for releasing
the valuable fittings. The plant if retained would have been an exhibit of science and technology
for the students and people alike. Here it may be mentioned that department of Chemistry
brought much glory to the college due to research activities and Honours teaching.

The research activity in the department of Chemistry was initiated by Dr. Suresh Chandra
Sengupta before indpendence and continued till middle of sixth decade of last century. He
himself got D.Sc. from C.U. and his work became world famous as Bardhan-Sengupta Snthesis
as it is considered as the precursor of Hormon Synthesis much required in fishery, forestry,
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agriculture, horticlture, and in medicine. Dr. Sengupta guided also two teachers who obatined
Ph.D. from C.U. Along with ther two more teachers under the guidance of two teachers of
Science College, Calcutta caitied out research in the same laboratory and got one teacher D:Sc.
and other Ph.D. All of them except Dr. Sengupta proceeded abroad with Postdoctoral fellowship
of Western Universities. The students passed with Honours in Chemistry from the college have
also occupied place of honour in Schoois, Colleges, Universities, Atomic Engergy Organisation
and in Government and Non-Government Organisations at home and abroad as teachers and
scientists. But who cares for achievement of the department but for personal interests. The
achievements of Physics Department are of the same level except research cuiture.

Other notable changes that were introduced in the college are the discontinuation of
posts of professors in Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Economics and in Sanskrit introduced
first in the 1st part of 7th decade of last century ; snapping of age-old relationship of the college
with the University of Calcutta established at the very inception of the university due to reorganisation
of the colleges under Calcutta University. At the very start of 21st Century, postgraduate courses
in Geography, Philosophy and in Bengali were introduced in the college without expanding the
infrastructure of the college simply by abolishing the Higher Secondary Courses and appeinting a
few part-time teachers in the vacant posts to mitigate partially the teaching load of the regular
teachers.

Over this period the college gradually lost not only its material wealth but also its inner
strength i.e. student - teacher ratio and discipline were being diminished and academic pro-
cesses such as admission, class promotion, conduct of examinations, sending of students for
university examinations lost to greater extent their significance and purpose and became mere
rituals. On the other hand co-curricular activities for which Krishnagar College had a prominent
position among the colleges of West Bengal became non-existant. The social and cultural
activities nurtured through debate, discussion, recitation, extempore speeches, music and drama,
games and sports practices and class competitions under active guidance of the teachers were
discontinued gradually from 1972 onwards. Thus college from 1972.onwards began to lose
everything essential for standard education for all out development of human beings and became
a centre for earning mere degrees. In that period the college lost its beautifying elements and the
compound began to lose its charms and tranquil atmosphere due to intense political movements
over the period 1972-1975. The contact of the local people with the college was completely lost,
academic devotions and urges for cultural activities of the students stooped to the lowest which in
turn inevitably led to the fall of standard of not only education but of other essential elements
required for good education in the college.

Degradation and Sacrilege :

It has already been pointed out that the extremist movement over the period 1572-1975
and heavy influx of vast number of people from erstwhile East Pakistan, now Bangladesh in the
area brewed up crisis in the academic and cultural life in the college. Of course political trouble
started in the town with the students’ food movement in 1966 for Kerosine and Rice at fair prices.
Under the combined influence of extremists movements and heavy influx of people law and order
situation in the town broke down heavily and every one suffered from sense of insecurity. Under
the spell of insecurity the original inhabitants of the town lost their special urge for cultural activi-
ties in Arts, Literature, Sports and Games, Drama and Music for which Krishnagar had a special
reputation in the cultural world and gradually became involved in current politics. This degrading
trend in cultural activities in the town and the sense of insecurity cast their shadows on the
academic and cultura! life in the college. Under the spell of abnormal situation in the town,
activities in the college became limited to mere class teachings; even that too began to be held
irregularly as teachers left their messes and began to commute from distant homes. The stu-
dents also left their hostels as at that time they thought living in the hostel was not safe for them.
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Few promising boys of the college lost their lives in the movemeni and college office was ran-
sacked. The college looked deserted long ahead of the closing hour. Under the clout of fear and
4nsecurrty the moral and administrative authority of the Principal and the Teachers lostits impor-
tance and significance essential-for shaping the -academic and cultural life in the college'and
never recovered.again-to its original state even when normalcy returned in the area;:As aresult-afl
activities in the college other than class teachings became mere rituals without spirit-and signifi- °
) important; processes, admission and sending of students for Unrversrty examinations
be‘carrred out as per norms from 1972 onwards

. ,iThe extremrsts at that time- spread hatred against. the current educatron As a respltgthe
co ge began to lose its inner wealth -- the discipline, students’ earnestness and: love for educa-
tJon and urge for cultural activities and academic interest to a greater extent. On the-contrary a
sectlon of the students, particularly of low and medium merits imbibed mentality for real politics
as they were in thinking that political activity would be more beneficial to them in life than devoted
pursurt of education. The students of such mentality became very much active in every sphere.of
college life and became trouble maker and in fact later on they began to control admission-and
sending of students for university examinations. Some students of this section of educationally
rquunpped emerged later on-as political leaders of various-category. During that period some
teachers too began to feel that the political linkage to a party would be more gainful in life than
dedicated and sincere service. Infact some of them; not all, gained in service but all of them-were
deprived of satisfaction and prestige of dedicated service. Through such politically motivated
students and teachers the political persons stepped into the affairs of the -college and were
getting invitations in the college functions in preference to prominent educationist. :

- - The combinationsof these factors derailed the normat academic life prevailed so iong in
the college and trouble and disturbances became nct rare but frequent affairs. The trouble and
disturbances could not be tackled by moral authority-alone.: Consequently college authority from
that period onwards became heavily dependent on general administration-whose help was not
requrred at all before the extremists movements.- The general-administrations took full advantage
of this situation disregarding the academic interest and dignity of the college. :

.o In abnormal situation the activities of the insider and outsider miscreants became ram-
pant. They-took away all the beautiful cast iron railings fitted in between the majestic pillars on
the Varandah of the main -building and-all the lightning arresters fitted on the top.of the:main
building and looked like a crown on it. The students and teachers noticed with astonishmenton
the reopening day after a Puja Vacation that all the beautiful spherical brass nobs fitted in the
majestic doors for opening, closing and locking them had been replaced by iron rings and beau-
tiful brass chains in the-form of twisted creepers with foliage and flowers of the College Hallwere
replaced by iron tubes. On the occasion of functions and lectures by distinghished speaker &l
thelights were on, and the scattered light made the foliage and flowers glittering which created a
special environment in the college Hall. Sand stone flooring tiles were removed from varandah
and from some of the rooms of the main building and the floor was cemented which in a short
period.assumed the look of a stable floor and the heritage character of the building was lost.
Similarly beautifully coloured ltalian marble tiles were removed from some of the rooms of Krishnagar
Collegiate School building shortly after independence. The building was once the residence of
famous Barristar Manmohan Ghosh. There is a rumour that the house was sold to the Govern-
ment on the condition that nothing in the building could be removed. This is not all; many other
articles were lost in this period from the college. Cast iron retorts, weights on gas plantand even
coal were being stolen off and on at that time. As a result gas supply in the Chemistry Depart-
ment was stopped and practical classes were being conducted with the help of Kerosine stoves
and spirit lamps over a long period. At the same time college garden was being ransacked by
breaking blooming branches and uprooting flowering plants from the beds, removing barks of
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some of the permanent flowering plants. As a result the charms ot the college compound were
lost gradually which once was so beautiful that Prof. Binayak Sanyal published a book on the
college compound. But from the same compound in the first half of 90s, some valuable old and
partially damaged timber irees were stolen in the darkness of night in quick succession. The 1.B.
dept. was perplexed and carried out enquiry and sent report to the Higher Education Secretary,
W.B., Government. What actjon, if any, was taken is not known to the others.

The college play grounds were also being damaged by holding of frequent political meet-
ings and trade fairs on the college grounds from eighties onwards. As a resuit of these the
college building and its compound lost their beauty, charm and tranquility, maintained over long
period by foreign rulers and public of Nadia. From eighties a new form of onslaught began to
come from Government officials of various departments. They tried to solve their departmental
problems at the cost of the college. In the thirties of the last century the demand for hostel
accommodation increased greatly and a second hostel was opened in a nearby Nilkuthi on rental
basis. Once Sir William Jones, the founder of Asiatic Society, Calcutta, used to stay there
occasionally for translation of Sanskrit literature into English with the help of Pandits of Nabadwip.
Before leaving the place foreover the owner of the Nilkuthi offered the Kuthi with its surrounding
land to the Principal with whom the owner had a good rapport to purchase the house. He sold his
Bungalow to a teacher of the College. The British Principal accepted the offer and purchased the
property ata nominal price. About the source of money there are two opinions in vogue -- some
says the Principal managed the fund from DPI and others say that a local wealthy person with
whom the Principal had good rapport offered the money for the property with the condition that the
hostel therein already would have to be named after his beloved daughter Haimanti demised
untimely. So the hostel was named Haimanti Hindu Hostel where the writer of this article stayed
there for the period 1957 to 1959 as a student of the College.

The hostel building was at the centre of large plot of land enclosed by brick wall and
provided with fruit bearing trees of various types and a circular flower garden in the forelawn with
water spring head at the centre and majestic wide gate way with wooden doors fitted to tall pillars.
The hostel remained vaccant over few years during extremists movement. The DI schools, Nadia,
wandering here and there took advantage of the situation and the office was shifted in the vaccant
hostel. When students’ demand for hostel rose again a few years later new hostel was built in a
comparatively inferior environment. This is an example how the interest of education is looked
after by the present authority. This is not all there are many more disgraces befell on the college.

Further more a large number of old beautifully designed wooden chairs and tables in the
class rooms and teachers’ common room was suddenly replaced by ordinary chairs and tables

made of steel frame. Such replacements generated resentments among the teachers and an’

enquiry committee was set up by the staff council to enquire into the matter. The findings of the
said committee were submitted to the Principal in writing. But no action has yet been taken. The
controlling authority of Krishnagar Rabindra Bhavan built on the college land in 1961-62 for pro-
moting cultural life of college students and of the inhabitants of the Krishnagar City was taken
away from Principal in mid seventy and became afterwards a centre of mainly trade union and
political meetings and conferences. Not only that college play grounds are being used for politi-
cal meetings from 1980 onwards. Even class rooms and lecture threatres are being used for
trade union meetings and conferences on Sundays and holidys. The delegates left their plastic or
Sal leaves plates and plastic glasses and cups used for serving meals and refreshments here and
there in the college campus, making in dirty and unethical. This is not all; there are much more.

The ground of the college is now being used as motor training ground; a college building
and its adjoining area is being used as a storing centre of PWD department. Private parties have
been using college grounds for selling stone chips, sand and bricks; small tea stalls have sprung
up here and there. All these activities made the college compound a place of varitable nuisance
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which are vitiating academic environment and further development difficuit. The last nail to the
coffin of college development is being driving by the ongoing construction, it is alleged, of sports
complex on the college nlay grounds destroying the serene natural set up meticuldusly devel-
oped over long period. By whose permission the ongoing construction is going on is not yet clear
to those who are against the construction of sports complex on the College Compound by extra-
neous agency. Only the source of fund for the construction is known from the hoarding. The
completion of sports complex and activities therein would definitely destroy not only academic
environment of the college but also natural and aesthetic set up of the college created by founding
fathers-for the pursuit of knowledge and for fostering aesthetic sense in the blooming mind of the
students and would be a source of nuisance for the college.

Furthermore, the college was black listed by the U.G.C. in March 1975 due to non
- compliance of complete account of a grant given to the college and remained so till 1996 and
thereby the college was deprived of development and research grants over twenty years. The
black listing was lifted in March 1996 due to sustained pursuance of the case over two years with
U.G.C. and the grants for development, seminars and research works have again started coming
to the college. Recently U.G.C. sent NAAC Peer Team for gradation of the college. It is hearten-
ing that the NAAC Peer Team has granted ‘Grade A’ status to the college which would come to
help the college for its development in the future.

All these are glaring instances how the infrastructure provided by the forefathers for the
academic benefit for generations to come are being made to shrink day by day by the self
seekers of today. What is going on in the college compound is nothing but sacrilege of sacred
temple of learning and breach of trust of the donors of land for educational purposes. Oh, my
countrymen just see, how we degrade an institution developed by foreign rulers for all out develop-
ment of the inhabitants ‘of Nadia and adjoining districts. It may be remembered here thatit is not
the best interest of any country to relegate even temporarily educational issues to a position of
comparative unimportance as education pays richer dividends in the long run than any other
activity. Exactly this sense of importance of education in social development led the forward
looking people of Bengal to come forward to establish educational institutions first in the early
stage of British rules. '

Sources of Information :
1) “History of Krishnagar College”
Compiled by Prof. T.N. Talukdar M.A. (Cantab)
And

Nirmal Kanti Majumder MA, F.R., Econ S.
Printed in 1950 by Superintendent, Govt. Printing, Govt. of W.B. Press,
Alipore, W.B.
2) “Krishnagar College Centenary Commemoration Volume”
Edited by :
Paresh Nath Ghosh M.A.
And
Chinta Haran Chakrabarty M.A.
(Joint Secretaries, Krishnagar College Centenary Publication Sub-Committee)
published in 1948.

3) Facts and experiences gathered in course of my long period of service in Krishnagar Govt.
College as a teacher, Head of Chemistry Deartment and as Officer-in Charge and in course of
performing special duties as convenor of Furniture committee and as Secretary of Teachers’
council of the college.
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. From: Dr. Pijush K. Tarafder,
Secretary, Krishnagar Govt College Atumni Association
Krishnagar Govt College, Krishnagar, Nadia. Dated : 12. 07. 2008

TO .

The District Magistrate, Nadia,

s .- Ex-Officio President,-Governing Body;,
+ Krishnagar Govt College, Krishnagar, Nadia.

Sub:  Objection, to the proposed construction of a Sports. Complex on the 162 - year old
historical and Heritage play grounds (A & B) used by bonafide students of the college
and budding players of Krishnagar City as proposed construction would be act of:

a) a breach of trust for the donor of land and the purpose of founding the college on a
consolidated land of over 100 bighas area of founding father of the college.

b) Defacing and destruction of meticulously planed and developed compound of the
college for generation of serene, picturesque and natural environment congenial at-
mosphere required for academic pursuit of knowledge in the college.

- Sir, . :

I'on behalf of the Krishnagar Govt College Alumni Association Registration No S/IL/51964

of 2008-09 am sending herewith a letter expressing the objection raised by the members to the

ongoing construction of Track & Field on the age old open field of Krishnagar Govt College onthe
reasons stated below. :

1. Itis noticed with utter surprise a hoarding displaying construction of 400 Metre track for
running and field for spores and games from fund of local MP quota, Shocked more to receive
information about the construction of a stadium encircling the running track and there under
provision would be made for shops for business and rooms for accommodation and entertain-
ments. The use of the college play ground for such purpose is not only detrimental to the aca-
demic interest of the college but highly unlawful as the entire college compound is a donated
land. ‘

2. The news of such construction is very much shocking and disturbing to us all as the act
of construction on the heritage college compound by extraneous agency is a breach of trust,
purpose and disregard for the founding fathers of the college who donated entire land and money
for 1/4* cost of construction of the main building and 11 would pollute the academic atmosphere
of the college. The contentions expressed above are comprehensible from the speech delivered
by Principal J M Sen and from ‘A Short Account of Krishnagar College’ published in the ‘Krishnagar
College Centenary commemorations volume’ on pages 113-119 and 139 and 139-144 in 1948.
Some of the relevant facts from those reports may be mentioned here for information and consid-
eration of all concerned and for corroboration of the aprehensions expressed above.

3. After the establishment of Sanskrit College at Benaras in the year 1792 Lord Minto
expressed a desire in 2 minute dated 8th March 1811 for setting up Sanskrit College in Nuddea
and in Trihoot district. But no progress was made except for conducting a survey of educational
facilities prevailing in Nadia. When Lord Bentink in March 1835 decided to impart knowledge of
English literature and Science to the native people through the medium of the English language,
- a Council of Education was appointed for speedy implementation of the objectives The Council of
Education-explored the possibilities of starting colleges and schools in various zones and formed
local committees for the purpose. in collaboration with the local committee at Hooghly the Coun-
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cil of Education established first Hooghly Mohasin College in 1836 which was second Govern-
ment College next to Hindu Ccllege established in 1817. N

The local commuttee formed at Krishnagar made deliberations on various occasions on
the issue and held a public meeting on 18th November 1845 at Krishnagar for raising fund to set
up of a College at Krishnagar. At the meeting a sum of Rs. 13,000/- was collected and received
assurances for another Rs. 7,000/- - from wealthy persons residing out of Krishnagar. The report
of the meeting appeared in the well-known contemporary paper “The Friend of India” on 27th
November 1845. The local committee drew a scheme for submission to the Council of Education
which approved the scheme in a meeting held on December 6th, 1845 and placed before the
government for its approval.

As per scheme the government permitted appointment of staff and a building on rental
basis for the coliege to be started from 1st January 1846. Captain D.L. Richardson was appointed
as Principai of the College and Secretary to the local committee of the College. The college
started its functioning on 1st January 1846 in a house of monthly rent Rs. 125/- near the main
Post Office. The college started ‘as a combined institution of school and college as Junior and
Senior sections with provisions for 13 free studenships. The combined staff members other than
Principal were three European Masters and ten Indian teachers of them Pandit Madan Mohan
tarkalankar and Babu Ram Tanu Lahiri were very illustrious. The college started with roll strength
of 246 of which college section had only eight students.

Almost after the start of functioning of the college the local committee met on 11 February 1846
The Meeting authorised the committee to select a suitable site and to draw up a plan for a building
for 500 students. The committee selected at a prime location of the city a plot of land over 100
bighas area bounded by roads on three sides and other one by the extension of Angana Canal
and two Neel Kuthis one of which was occasionally visited by Willium Zones, the then Chief
Justice, Supreme Court, Calcutta and founder of Asiatic Society. The plan for the college building
was drawn up by a renowned British Architect. The two-third of the selected land was donated by
Maharaja of Nadia and Cassimbazar and the rest was purchased by money raised by public
donations.

Ahandsome, picturesque and imposing building was erected over three bighas of land at
the centre of the consolidated college compound. One-fourth of cost of constructions was met by
public donations. To meet the growing demand for class rooms and hostel accommodation for
students of distant places few more buildings, hostel, gymnasium were erected at different times
either in line with the main building or in the back side of it upto the centenary year; 1946, so that
the wide open space infront of the main building meant for flower garden and two play grounds set
symmetrically beyond the flower garden were not obstruted from any side of the college com-
pound. This setting of the college building open vast space in front of it helps creating esthetic
sense to the blooming mindof the students. Furthermore both the play grounds helped very much
fostering team spirit & community life among the students and provided opportunities for getting
together among students and teachers through inter class tournaments of football cricket, inter-
college matches, teacher-student friendly matches, annual sports events, N.C.C. Training for
healthy social life among students and teachers. Not only that, the vacant space around the main
building of the college helps to protect the academic environment of the college from the din and
bustles created by various day-to-day activities of outside people of the town, this feature of the
planning of the college compound is of paramount importance for the academic life in the college.

Another noteworthy point here is that the founding fathers made adequate provisions for land of
vast areas in excess of requirement for setting the college at the inception with a clear intention
that the college would develop into a major institution gradually to cater needs for vast areas of
Nadia and adjoining districts. Their desires have been partially fulfilled. Much more yet to be done
for which adequate land would be required for future development. This point requires to be feit
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carefully by all concerned. But we have noticed with dismay that the college compound and
buildings are being utilised by government “departments person and persons at their sweet wills
creating the college compound a placa of varitabie nuisance to the academic environmeft of the
college. As for instance the Neei Kuthi where Sir Willium Zones used to stay off and on to
translate Sanskrit Literature with the help of Pandits of Nabadwip was purchased by College
Authority and used as students hostel under the name of Hoimanti is now being used by a
government department from the fag end of seventh decade of the last century and Rabindra
Bhaban built on the coilege land has been occupied by another one.

In the light of the contributions and purpose of founding Krishnagar Govt. College as
discussed above such misuses of coliege ground and the ongoing construction of a stadium and
accompanying activities therein are very much detrimental to the academic life of the college and
is an act of breach: of trust, purpose and provisions for a future develapment of the college. Not
only that in course of time the majer part of the college compeund may go under the control of
extraneous authority. '

Such misuses of coilege ground are nct acceptable to those who place education above all other
human activities and have respect for those who contributed for the foundation of the college to
dispel! the darkness from- human mind through-modern and progressive education.

In this context of the aforesaid submission we intend to know i) whether the college
authority has given any permission to transform the college campus cum play ground into sta-
dium cum business complex ignoring the very intention of the donors, ii) whether the college
authority has got any approval from its Directorate before the start of the proposed Track & Field
cum stadium complex and whether the college authority is empowered to allow any body to
convert and use the college campus-cum play ground to a stadium cum business complex like
shops, Hotels, guest house-eta without having any permission from the Directorate, iii) whether
the so called beneficiary committee has got any authority to make any act concerning the title
and ownership of the donated college property.

The undersigned therefore requests the favour of your appreciating concern over the
matters stated above so that the total academic interest of Krishnagar Govt. College be pro-
tected, preserved in entirety and the college campus cum play ground may retain its original
position and ownership to pave the way for setting up a Dreamed University in the coming days.
Thanking you.

Yours sincerely

Sd/ PK. Tarafder
(Dr. Pijush Kumar Tarafder)

Copy forwarded to:-
1. The Principal, Krishnagar Govt. College, Krishnagar, Nadia.

2. The Director of Public Instruction, Govt. of West Bengal Bikash Bhavan, Salt Lake, Kolkata-
700093 '

3. The Principal Secretary, Higher Education Department, Govt. of West Bengal Bikash Bhavan,
Salt Lake, Kolkata-700093




Reprint of written Welcome Address Submitted and read out in the interacting
session organized during the visit of NAAC Peer Team in The College

Welcome Address : By The President, Krishnagar Govt. College Alumni Association,
Krishnagar, Nadia, West Bengal. |

Respected 1) Prof. A. P. Padhi, Former VC, Berhampur University, Sambalpur,
Orissa ; o

2) Prof. D. K. Maheshwari, Prof. & Head, Dept. of Botany &
Microbiology, Gurukul Kangri University, Hardwar, Uttarakhand ;

3) Prof. Dr. K. Nirmala Prasad, Principal, MOP Vaishnav College for
Women, Chennai, Tamilnadu ; and

'4) Mr.Ganesh Hegde, Coordinator, NAAC.

Sir, _ 4 .
| feel pleasure to welcome you all cordially on behalf of the members of Krishnagar Gowt.
College Alumni Association and myself. We the old boys of Krishnagar Govt. College and the
education loving people of Krishnagar city are very much glad to meet with you all in our beloved
institution of glory and pride. Your august presence in the College has raised high hopes.among
us for further development of the College recognised as one of the premier institution of Bengal
since long before Independence. It may be mentioned here that some noted individuals and
public of Nadia in general contributed entire land of over one hundred bighas area and funds for
the foundation of the College building long before the establishment of Calcutta University and
time to time contributed money generously for development of the College. The attraction and
affection of the people of Nadia for Krishnagar Govt. College have been continuing since its
inception unabated and undiminished, and would remain so in the future as Krishnagar Gowvt.
College has been fulfilling educational needs of the people of Nadia and adjoining areas and is
regarded as an institution of their pride and glory. '

We hbpe, your august presence, valuable guidance and favourable recomendations would
surely widen the path of future development of the College in the fullest extent.’

Once again we welcome you all in our Alma Mater and convey our sencere regards and we
expect your inspection of the College would be very much helpful for the development of Krishnagar
Govt. College in future. '

Dated: 9th September, 2008 ( Sd/ Dr. Dhirendranath Biswas )
Krishnagar Govt. College,
Krishnagar, Nadia, 741101
West Bengal.




REPRINT OF PRAYER - LETTER SUBMITTED TO THE NAAC PEER TEAM

From : _ - Dated : 9th September, 2008

Patron-in-chief, President and Secretary,
Krishnagar Govt. College Alumni Association,
Krishnagar, (¥adia, Pin Code : 741101,

West Bengal.

To -

The Chairman,

University Grants Commission,
New Delhi.

Through : The Visiting Members,
The National Assessment and Acreditation Council (NAAC), UGC,
New Delhi. :

Subjects :  Prayer for:

i) Upgradation of Krishnagar Government College to the status of Deemed
University;

if)  Special grant for erection of 150th year anniversary building;

iii)  Special grant for maintenance of heritage main building of the
College; and : ~

V) Opening of new courses of studies in the College.
Respected Sir, '

We are pleased to welcome the members of National Assessment and Acreditation Coun-
cil in our Alma Mater on behalf of the members of Krishnagar Gowt. College Alumni Association.
The arrival of NAAC team for spot verification of infrastructural and educational facilities available
in the Krishnagar Govt. College for higher educational activities has generated among us high
hopes and aspirations for further development of the College and so we feel encouraged to place
before you our prayers stated above through the August Body of National Assessment and
Acreditation Council for your favourable consideration.

(1) ‘Krishnagar Govt. College’, is the newly adopted nomenclature of ‘Krishnagar Col-
lege’, started functioning from 1st January, 1846 to cater to the needs of modern education for the
inhabitants of Nadia and adjoining districts. Krishnagar Govt. College had always piayed an
important role in the socio-cultural life of semi-urban and rural Bengal. It brought a whiff of fresh air
in the otherwise cinservative Bengali society at a time when enlightenment ideas of cultural
modernism and scientific progress were struggling to make headway in the mediaeval society
ridden with superstition and dogmas. The College played an indispensible role in fostering liberal
education in Nadia and propagating modern sciences, literature and culture. Krishnagar Govt.
College has produced in her long life of existence a vast number of educated persons who have
been serving government and non-government organisations in India and abroad. Some of them
even attained prominent piaces in the field of Education, Arts, Literature, Science and Technol-
ogy, Judiciary, Administration, Medical Science, Engineering and Politics. The long life and the
contributions of Krishnagar Govt. College to the propagation of modern education, science and
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culture in Nadia and adjoining districts have certainly given the College a special position in the
annals of modern education in India and have made the College eligible for heritage status.

The long and glorious existence over 160 years and noteworthy performances in the field of
higher education have given the College enough strength and ability for imparting modern educa-
tion in the highest level and the College deserves to be elevated to the status of a Deemed .
University by properly utilising her vast compound of over one hundred bighas area with an ambi-
ence similar to Biswa-Bharati, Santiniketan, Bolepur and other academic resources accumulated
over the long life of the College. On the consideration of the above facts and its location with
respect to other Universities, the socio-economic and cultural conditions of the vast population of
Nadia and adjoining districts, Krishnagar Govt. College should have been elevated to the status of
University long before the establishment of other Universities in the recent past in West Bengal.
Such neglect of Krishnagar Gowvt. College has created impediment to the development of higher
education in the district of Nadia and its adjoining areas as the Krishnagar Govt. College enjoys
the position of leading institution in higher education in the areas. Thus for spread of higher
education in the district of Nadia, the elevation of Krishnagar Govt. College even to the status of
Deemed University would be an essential step forward in the right direction presently. Such
elevation of Krishnagar Govt. College would definitely provide the vast population of rural and
semi-urban areas of Nadia and adjoining districts with the state of the art, modern higher educa-
tional facilities in an area far away from Kolkata and other nearby Universities, such as Kalyani
and Burdwan.

(2)  Inthis connection it may be further mentioned that Krishnagar Govt. College com-
pleted 150 years of its existence in 1996 but nothing memorable has been added to the College
as a mark of 150th anniversary of the College. We, therefore, on this occasion, place before your
august body a proposal for erection of a three-storied 150th Commemoration Building in the
College with appropriate grant sanctioned by the UGC. The first and second floor of the proposed
building are for the science library and the ground floor for displaying and demonstrating the old
apparetuses, models and charts once used as class demonstrations and now confined in the
almirahs of Chemistry, Physics and Biology departmrnts. If the proposal is metirialised in right
perspective the students of Krishnagar Govt. College as well as those of other nearby Colleges
and schools who use to learn now scientific principles mainly through sketches and diagrams of
experiments done by pioneering scientists to trap the working principles of the Nature may have
glimpses of experiments designed by the scientists for the purpose which would instill in the
students’ mind imagination and aspirations for scientific pursuit in life.

(3)  Another noteworthy proposal that may be mentioned here is that the main building
of the College is a fine edifice whose imposing structure radiate somber influence on the flickering
mind of the students and helps creating academic environment in the College. The main building
is over 150 years old and it requires time to time careful maintenance for keeping the old building
in its proper form. Therefore considering the importance and age of the main building if a provision
is made by the UGC for alloting a special grant at an interval of five years ; the main building may
be kept in its proper form for the benefit of the academic life in the College.

(4)  As a part of the elevation of Krishnagar Govt. College to the status of Deemed
University the Alumni Association of Krishnagar Govt. College requests the UGC to take appropri-
ate steps for opening few more courses of studies enlisted below in the College for enhancing the
job prospects for the students of Krishnagar Govt. College at present.

i) Post-Graduate courses in-Botany and Zoology may be taken up as there are seperate
buildings for Botany and Zoology with sufficient number of rooms and the departments are par-
tially equipped with facilities for research works in Mycology and Genetic Engineering.
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4 Courses of Bachelor of Physical Education and Maste: of Physical Education to
“ 0 i need of Physical Teachers in the schools of the district as the College is equipped
iin implements and specious grounds for sports and games.

iy  Seperate courses in Archaeology including Ocean Archaeology and Palaeography
in 51 degiee course of History may be introduced in the College.

i) Under Graduate courses on anthropology, Palaentoloay Musioiony may wles
nraIced as allied subjects of Botany and Zoology.,

) As 2lied subjects for degree Foneirs e
/. cunsiny may be introduced in the Coi

£
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We eaincetly hope that the great contributions of Kelshira,_ . Lot Sute 2 in LEIEGIng
el egucation among the rural and semi-urban poputation of Mudiz district and its heritage
0 wied vasst inirastructure and compound woutld receive your tave s s considerations and ur
. {iade acove for upgradation of the 162 year ¢id preier institution to a Desmed
sy, and eiection of @ 150th Annive:sary UGG Building”, & sueuial grant o7 thie thainic-
“iritage Collegs building and the introduction of new courses would receive sympathetic
siderations of University Grants Commission, New Delhi for the sake of enhancement of
aoeational facilities in the area.

This prayer letter is being submitted to the visiting members of the National Assessment
Jsaseditation Council for transmission to the Chairman, University Grants Commission after
proger zssessment of our hopes and aspirations expressed above for favourable consideration by
the University Grants Commission.

Expecting favourable and generous consideration and thanking you,

We remain Sir,

Yours Sincerely,

54/ Or. PK Das Sd/ Dr. D.N. Biswas Sd/ Dr. PK. Tarafder
Fatron-in-chief President Secretary

2 eopy zubmitted to :

‘The Principal, Krishnagar Govt. College,

Krishnagar, Nadia.

for onward transmission

o the Chairman, University Grants Commission, New Delhi,
through proper channel.
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An Appeal to the Alumni
Krishnagar Govt. College, Nadia

Krishnagar Government College has been nourishing the mind of vast number
of students since its establishment. Being nourished by the college, alumni of the
college have been serving Government and Non-Government organisations of India and
abroad in various capacities. Some of them gained even prominence in the fields of
Arts, Science, Literature, Education, Technology, Judiciary, Medical Science, Politics,
Trade & Commerce. All of them are rendering great service to the nation. But they are
not so conscious about the cause of their AimaMater. The selfseeking outsiders are
taking full advantage of their indifference and fulfilling the self interests by grabbing the
internal and external wealth of the AimaMater. A few not so worthy alumni who reside
locally are staring at how the selfseekers robbing the AimaMater of her wealth and
plunging her into the ocean of time and shedding their tears in despair. It seems to
them none but Providence can save her from disgrace and death in these hours of
lawlessness.

In this hours of despair and darkness, atlast a ray of hope has emerged in the
form of an association recently formed by some aggrieved alumni in order to mitigate
the disgrace and destruction thrust upon her gradually by selfseeking outsiders. The
noble purpose of the newly formed association would not be fulfilled without the timely
response and support of the worthy and prominent alumni of the college. Hope, all of
her old and new brilliant boys would come forward to her support at the moment of her
distress to rescue her from her disgrace and degradation.

By The
Alumni Association
Krishnagar Govt. College
Nadia.




A page from the Past Hisgéi’y of Krishnagar College,

( The following is reproduced from Reports of Mectings of the Local Committes of
Public Instruction at Krishnagar.)

To
The Local Committee of Public Instruction at Krishnughur.

J. C. Brown Esquire

G. W. Battye Esquire
C. F. Montresor Esquire
C. Archer Esqusre M. D.

Major I. Lang.
Moharajah Sreesh Chunder Roy Bahadoor

Baboo Ramlochun Ghose.
“The Secretary has the honor to circulate for the information of the
Committee a letter from the Secretary of the Cuuncil of .Education No.
2250 dated 17th instant and request instruction on the subject.
N: L. Rochfort

Kishnughur College
Secy. Local Committee P. I,

20th December 1851

1 am of opinion there should be a meeting of the Local Committee, to
consult on a Draft of a letter in reply to the communication alluded to.
J. C. Brown M. L. C.
Cbarles Archer M. L. C.
G. W. Battye

1 think the Secy, might answer the Secy. without any meeting, a plain

statement of facts is all that is required.

Illegible signature,

G. W.B.

1 agree with Mr. Battye, and approve of the statement of facts.
' C. F. Montresor

1 concur with the opinion of Mr. J. C. Brown etec. _
Ramlochun Ghose

T agree with the opinion of Mr, J. C. Brown but I am sorry to say that
1 am so weak in consequence of a severe fever that I cannot attend

the Committee till I am better.
Moha Rajah Sreesh Chander Roy Bahadore M. L, C,
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To: The Local Comimittee.of Pubhc Instruction at szhnughur i
The Secretary has the honor to circulate a short rcply to-rhe letter
No. 2250 of the 17th instant fr.om the Secretary to the - Council of

Education. | '
Kishnughur College N, L. Rochfort
23¢d December 185 Secy Loeal Committee P. I,

I think the Secy’s letter will answer very well but'I would suggest
the following addition to the last Paragraph’
“Iam desire by the Members of the Committee to express their
regret for not having attended to the 5th, 6th and 7th rules of the
Council of Education dated Ist of June 1850,  but the onerous and
responsible duties connected with their individual Offices, prevent
their attending at the College as often as they might otherwise do.”

J. C, Brown, M. L. C..

-1 regret that I cannot agree with Mr. Brown’s proposition as there is
a time for all the duties imposed on us by the Government ; and
would acknowledge our negxect without reservation.

Charles Archer M. L: C

1 beg to refer to my remarks in a separate paper _
‘ G. W. Battye.

I coincide entirely with the view taken by Messrs Archer and Battye
of that matter and hold that the representation made by the Secretary
is most suitable.

C. F, Montresor '

I fully concur with the opinion of Dr. Archer , o
' Ramlochun Ghose

I fuNy agree with the opinion of Dr. C. Archer
Moha Rajah Sreesh Chunder Roy Bahadore.

( Mr, Batty 8 note referrod to' earlier is-quoted belcsw ) ,
I would adopt the Secy's Ietter which expreﬁses what: T mea:nt namely
that as a committee we had failed "to carry out the wxshes of the
Council of Rducation which we regretted
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To ' -
The Local Committee of Public Instruction at Kishnughur

The Secretary has the honor -again to circulate this bock. as no day
is specified for the Meeting of the Committee, and a immediate answer
18 requested by the Council of Education :

See the last paragraph of the letter No. 2250 now circulated

Kishnughur College N. L. Rochfort
22nd December 1851 Secy_. Local Committee, P, I,

Messrs Battye and Montresor being of opinion that the Secy. might
reply to the letter without a meeting of the Committee and my time
being fully engaged in the session I have none to spare 1 coincide
with them requesting at the same time that the Secy. will be pleased
to circulate his answer prior to despatching it. ' ;
] C. Brown M. L, C,
G, W. Battye
C. F. Montressar
Moha Rajah Sreesh Chunder Roy Bahadore M. L., C.

1 had intended to pass this circular without remark as I quite agree
with Mr. Battye in his suggestion, but the plain statement of facts
involves in itself the self condemnation of the whole of the
committee ( vide Instructions to Local Committees paras 6 and 7 )
the least therefore I bumbly think that the members of the
Committee can do is to express in addition to the plain statement
of facts their deep regret at having neglected duties which are as
incumbent on them as atiy osher, ( prokably fromn the want of 2 Board
or Superintending Surgeon. ) and the determinaticn of the Commitiee
10 take steps as will prevent the recurrence of such neglect.

Charles Archer M. L. C,

I fully concur with the opinion of Dr. Archer but I am sorry [ have
not been able to keep a visiting-book to insertin it 2 memorandum
of the state of the classes taught in my presence as my knowledge in
‘English is very limited.

1 bave not however failed at intervals to attend the College and
inspect the classes, but I cannot say that I have duly acted according

10 the rules as prescribed by the Council ¢f Education,
Ramlochun Ghose
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